
Dear SJRS Families,

As COVID protocols begin to change, it’s time that we adjust our policies a bit as well. Beginning next week, students are 
no longer required to wear masks in and around the parking lot during drop off and pickup/rides line. We ask that 
parents continue to follow the same guidelines with drop off and pick up (parents not in rides line waiting until rides line is 
over to pick up – parents in rides line remaining in their cars). We will all continue to wear masks within the buildings 
through the end of the school year.

As we begin to look to next year, I wanted to share part of the general plan for the entire Diocese of Manchester for 2021-22.

For next year, the use of masks/face coverings will be parent choice for students, and employee choice for 
themselves. Also, we will NOT be mandating COVID vaccinations for students or staff. That decision will remain 
solely a personal/parental choice.  More details will come throughout the summer as we formulate our own specific school 
plans, but at this time, I am optimistic that next year will feel more normal for all of us.

Many of the tuition letters for next year have been sent out. I have a couple dozen to go that I’m going to try to send this 
weekend. If you would like to be considered for a tuition discount job for next year, now is the time to indicate your interest.
Once again, if you have any questions or concerns at all related to your tuition letter, please do not hesitate to contact me
directly.

I thoroughly enjoyed traveling with the 8th grade to Boston this week! Several months ago, I did not think that it would even 
be possible for us to go anywhere this year, but I was so happy that we were able to take a final field trip all together. We had a 
really great time, and I was so proud of how the students represented SJRS throughout our trip. And THANK YOU to all of 
the teachers and chaperones who gave of their time to come with us and all of the teachers that stayed behind and covered 
everyone’s classes!

If you are planning to travel outside of the Northeast for the Memorial Day weekend, please reach out to me about planning 
for your child(ren)’s return to school. Keep a look out for our final COVID screening form of the year that will come to you 
via email. Please be sure to complete it promptly prior to our return to school next week.

Have a safe, healthy, and happy Memorial Day weekend!

May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal

Saint Joseph Regional School
Our Lady of Mercy Academy
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1 Thessalonians 1:3
We remember before our God and Father your work 
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and 
your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Empowering students to grow as informed, inspired, compassionate souls.

IMPORTANT DATES
5/28 – Memorial Day weekend (NO SCHOOL)
5/31 – Memorial Day weekend (NO SCHOOL)
6/2 – International Night – 5:30-7:30pm
6/4 – School Mass (Grades 2-10) followed by First  

Reconciliation (Grade 2)
6/6 – AfriCAN Educate Festival & Silent Auction– 1:00pm
6/9 – OLMA one-act play performance
6/10 – Last official day of school for 8th grade
6/11 – Baccalaureate Mass – 9:30am
6/11 – 8th Grade Graduation – 6:00pm
6/12 – NHDI performances at Redfern Arts Center
6/16 – Mega Field Day/Last Day of School (HALF DAY)



2020-21 YEARBOOKS
Yearbooks are now available for purchase on our website at:  
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/2021-yearbook
You may also purchase by sending in cash/check to Kate in 
the Main Office. Yearbooks are $20 each, and will be 
distributed to students before the end of the school year.  
PLEASE NOTE:  8th graders receive their yearbooks for free!

BUILDERS CLUB NEWS
WIN a new Chromebook!!
The Builders Club is raffling off 
a brand new Lenovo 
Chromebook!  Raffle tickets are 
$10 each, and available for sale 
on Fridays during the lunch period 
from Builders Club members. The 
final drawing for the winner will be held on Friday, June 4.

All proceeds from the raffle will be 
going to AfriCAN Educate and our 
sister school, St. Charles Lwanga, in 
Bucundura, Uganda!

Details:
Lenovo Chromebook
CPU:  1.8 GHZ    Storage:  64GB
Display:  11.6”HD  OS:  Chrome OS   Retail price:  $229.99

INTERNATIONAL NIGHT!
International Night -- Wednesday, June 2 (5:30-
7:30pm)!  Join us OUTDOORS for a fun evening with 
cuisine from 20 countries, along with mendhi (henna 
tattoos).  We will have entertainment, including a Jamaican 
steel drum musician!  Grandparents are welcome to join us 
too, as are SJRS alumni and their families.

Admission:  $10/person with a maximum of $40 per family
You may purchase admission at the event or in advance 
online here:

https://www.stjosephkeene.org/international-night

Food from:  South Korea, Netherlands, Spain, France, 
Uganda, Italy, Romania, Norway, Poland, Ethiopia, 
Jamaica, Argentina, China, Germany, Rwanda, 
Hungary, Philippines, United Kingdom, India, and 
Greece.

The 5th grade erupted 
their volcanos outside  
yesterday!

UPCOMING DRESS DOWN DAYS
We wanted to make you aware of our 
upcoming dress down days to help 
everyone plan accordingly.
Thursday, June 10 -- $1.00 with proceeds to AfriCAN
Educate, and our sister school, St. Charles Lwanga in Uganda.
Monday, June14 -- $1.00 OR arts/crafts supplies to go to 
the Crotched Mountain School in Bennington, NH, which 
specializes in special education for children

https://www.stjosephkeene.org/2021-yearbook
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/international-night


CHILDCARE NEWS
Please be sure to register your 
student for Childcare 
at least 10 days in advance.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of May 31.
NO SCHOOL on Monday, May 31.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of June 7.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of June 14.
PLEASE NOTE:  If your child will be at childcare after  
school on 6/16 (the last day of school), please be sure to 
pack a lunch.

Shop Hannaford from now until May 29 and earn $$$ for 
SJRS!  Shop in-store or shop online!  For details about School 
Dollars: https://www.hannaford.com/about-
us/hannaford-helps/schools
PLEASE NOTE that the tower for SJRS in the Hannaford 
store on West Street is near the exit.

STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE
The Student Council will be 
selling popsicles during the lunch 
period every THURSDAY
during May.  The cost is $1.00.

Last Friday, the Preschool students were given a special
greeting from Fr. Alan when they attended our Friday school 
Mass for the first time this year! 

The 1st grade made 
kites and tested flying 
them this week.

Hi St. Joe’s Families,

For those who don’t 
know me, my name is 
Sara Mann and I am 
the St. Joe’s librarian, 
Remote Learning 
Liaison and a sub at our schools. I am also a private tutor. I 
work with students on everything from basic reading, 
writing, and math to High School math and Study Skills. I 
owned and operated the Sylvan Learning Center in Keene 
until 2014 and worked with students from 4 years old to 
adult. I work with students year round.

As we approach the end of the school year, I am setting up 
my summer session schedule. Each session is an hour long 
and will be conducted via Google Meets. My session rate is 
$35 each and your student will have one - on - one attention 
and direct instruction, as well as having independent work 
between sessions throughout the summer. For more 
information or to schedule your student(s)’s sessions for this 
summer, please contact me at Sara.manntutor@yahoo.com. I 
look forward to working with your family this summer.

Sincerely,
Sara Mann

Summer Session Schedule (available sessions)
Tuesdays Thursdays
10:15 - 11:15am 11:30am - 12:30pm
11:30am - 12:30pm 12:45pm - 1:45pm 
12:45pm - 1:45pm 3:15pm - 4:15pm
3:15pm - 4:15pm 4:30pm - 5:30pm
4:30pm - 5:30pm

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/18_XozMxGPs2ZrZ9mMS4oXCGFKs0PNh0EMXgIInFBOAo/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mlauAJaGEYxXYcxXh8e1yppYDnSRQ7q0-Lmn0Dq0vFE/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1AOPqf_M1aLdGbX4-x2yS23VqJCUjbB7fpjJNTD-kZZs/edit
https://www.hannaford.com/about-us/hannaford-helps/schools
mailto:Sara.manntutor@yahoo.com


At the DeMar Kids Marathon, children from Kindergarten 
to Grade 5 log 25 miles of running and walking in the spring 
and summer before the race. Those who achieve this goal earn 
the chance to run the last 1.2 miles of the DeMar Marathon on 
race day in September. Tons of cheering and a huge sense of 
accomplishment are available for every kid finisher.
Step 1
Print and complete the Sign-Up registration form and 
either 1) email it to Kidsdemar2021@keene-ymca.org, 2) drop 
it off at the Keene Family YMCA, or 3) return it to your 
child’s school before June 11, 2021. 
Step 2
Print the 2021 Log Sheet. With the help of running/ walking 
clubs, PE classes, summer activities, and your parents, you will 
log 25 miles of walking or running (more miles is definitely 
okay!). Just remember to stay safe and socially distanced!
Step 3
Return your completed log sheet to your school or to the 
Keene Family YMCA by September 10, 2021. Kids DeMar 
Swag bags, race shirts, and running bibs will be delivered to the 
school one week prior to the race. This shirt is your admission 
to the race, where you are welcome to run the last 1.2 miles of 
the DeMar Marathon course. You’ll receive a finishers’ medal 
at the finish line at Keene State College.

Parents are welcome to run or walk the 1.2 miles with their 
youngsters, too. In fact, parents are encouraged to walk or run 
25 miles this spring and summer, just like their children!

Miss Fletcher is working with the students on a special 
weaving project outdoors to add to the décor for International 
Night next week!

On Monday, Grades 3-8 traveled to St. Joseph Cemetery for a short 
Memorial Day service with a prayer from Deacon Ken and a flag 
burning by the Knights of Columbus, after which the students placed 
flags at about 400 graves in the cemetery.

https://clarencedemar.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-Kids-DeMar-SignUp.pdf
mailto:Kidsdemar2021@keene-ymca.org
https://clarencedemar.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-KidsDeMar-25mile-LogSheet.pdf
https://clarencedemar.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-KidsDeMar-25mile-LogSheet.pdf


8th Grade Trip to Boston!

THANK YOU to SJRS parent Selena Wilder 
for getting this special message for the 8th

graders up on the screen at Fenway during the 
game they attended last night!








