
Dear SJRS Families,

I am very excited to share with everyone a new partnership that we have formed.  Over the past several years, a Keene-based 
organization called AfriCAN Educate has been raising funds to support youth education and to build a new school in
Bucundura, Uganda. The project began way back in 2007 when Fr. Robert Tumwekwase, a Franciscan priest from Bucundura, 
served as associate pastor at St. Bernard’s.  The new Catholic school in Uganda, St. Charles Lwanga Nursery and Early Primary 
School, will be opening in 2021.  In addition, AfriCAN Educate supports local students in primary school and high school.  SJRS 
and OLMA are set to become “sister schools” to these schools in Uganda.  This partnership will provide a wonderful learning 
opportunity and cultural exchange between our students and their counterparts in Africa.  We all have so much to learn from one 
another.  More details to come on this!  Our first small effort will be to raise money tomorrow on our dress down day to be 
contributed to the new school building.

As always, we make an effort to enrich our curriculum with multicultural content throughout the year in honor of our diverse 
population. In keeping with this mission and in recognition of Black History Month, students will be going on a short walking 
tour of the Walldogs murals in downtown Keene, specifically highlighting Jonathan Daniels and Dr. Albert Johnston for their 
significance to the civil rights movement locally and nationally.  This short off-campus trip will be a welcome different activity and 
will happen in March after the break when the weather may be slightly better.  More details to come!

Earlier today, you received an email from me regarding re-enrollment for next year.  Please take the time to carefully read and
respond promptly. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Please note that we will be attending Mass next week on Ash Wednesday.  Fr. Alan will be distributing ashes to everyone, BUT he 
will be sprinkling a bit of ashes on the top of our head, not making a cross on the forehead.  This adjustment has been made for 
COVID.  Although this will be different for us, interestingly, this is in fact the traditional way that ashes are always distributed at 
the Vatican and in Italy.

May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal

Saint Joseph Regional School
Our Lady of Mercy Academy

February 11, 2021 Newsletter

Corinthians 13:7-8
(Love) It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.  Love never fails.

IMPORTANT DATES
2/12 – School Mass – 9:30am (Grades 3-10)
2/17 – School Mass for Ash Wednesday) – 9:30am 

(Grades 3-10)
2/15-2/22 – NHDI Residency (Grades PreK-4)
2/22-2/26 – Winter Break (NO SCHOOL)

DRESS DOWN DAY TOMORROW FOR 
VALENTINE’S DAY!
Tomorrow (Friday, February 12) will be dress down day 
with students wearing mainly red, pink and white in 
celebration of Valentine’s Day.  We ask that students bring 
$1.00 or more to be contributed to AfriCAN Educate and 
our new sister school in Uganda, St. Charles Lwanga.  We 
will be sending our love and special greetings this Valentine’s 
Day to our new friends!

Empowering students to grow as informed, inspired, compassionate souls.

The 4th and 6th grades won the Penny Wars last week!  As 
their prize, these classes will get a special pizza party and make 
their own sundaes!  All funds raised have been contributed to 
Student Council.



SJRS MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND
Sectionals Schedule from Mr. Thies

Week of February 15
TUESDAY
10:00 - 10:30 - Trombone/Baritone
10:30 - 11:00 - Trumpet

WEDNESDAY
10:30 - 11:00 - Bass
1:00 - 1:30 - Percussion

THURSDAY
9:00 - 9:30 - Clarinet/Viola
9:30 - 10:00 - Flute/Violin

FRIDAY
1:30 - 2:00 - Saxophone

Please be sure that your child has their instrument in school 
on the day of their sectional.  THANK YOU!

SJRS BUILDERS CLUB NEWS
Builders Club will be selling 
sugar cookies and Hershey 
Kisses for Valentine’s Day 
tomorrow (Friday, February 12) 
at lunch.  $1.00 for two cookies 
and a few Hershey Kisses.  
The proceeds from the sale 
will be donated to the 
American Red Cross.

SJRS CHILDCARE NEWS
Please be sure to register your 
student for Childcare 
at least 10 days in advance.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of February 15.

Thank you to everyone who purchased 
squares!  Our winners:
1st quarter - $150 -- Christopher John
Halftime - $325 -- Colleen Gutwein
3rd quarter - $150 -- Chris Marshall
Final score - $625 -- Chris Marshall

8th grader Sarabelle MacIntire
was the winner of this year’s 
Spelling Bee, and will continue 
on to represent us in the state 
competition.  

Would you like to donate a 
book? Mrs. Mann, our 
librarian, has setup a 
wishlist at Toadstool 
Bookshop if you would like to 
purchase a book for our school 
library. You can find the 
wishlist online here:  
https://www.toadbooks.co
m/wishlist/346

SHOP AMAZONSMILE
AmazonSmile is a simple 
way for you to support 
SJRS every time you shop, 
at no cost to you. 
AmazonSmile is available 
at smile.amazon.com
on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon 
Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop 
at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same prices, selection 
and shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 
benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases to SJRS.  CLICK HERE for all of the details 
and to activate AmazonSmile. THANK YOU!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1AMUjZ84d0g294UYC3T7VljxenbKBPNjxtbuGk3WtEJ8/edit
https://www.toadbooks.com/wishlist/346
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_se_rspo_laas_aas


8th grader Francis Cardine
won the Geography Bee!

The 6th grade on color day last week during Catholic Schools 
Week! On Saturday, February 6th, the SJRS MATHCOUNTS

team, led by OLMA math teacher Mr. Cardine, met over 
Zoom to compete in the chapter competition along with 
mathletes from across the country. The team competed 
virtually this year, rather than at KSC, due to COVID 
restrictions. Those who score in the top 20% in the country 
will move on to the Chapter invitational competition at the 
end of the month. Team members who competed on 
Saturday were Connor Marshall, Francis Cardine, Sophie 
Saari, and Thomas Cardine (not pictured). Alternates for 
the team this year were Elizabeth Gornall and Landon 
Marshall. MATHCOUNTS provides engaging math 
programs to US middle school students of all ability levels 
to build confidence and improve attitudes about math and 
problem solving.

The contestants for the Geography Bee last 
week were:

4th grade 7th grade
Ben Burton Sullivan Murray
Aislinn White Grace Lyons

5th grade 8th Grade
Lily Sanderson Francis Cardine (winner)
Jacqulen Heikkinen Melkamu Visser

6th grade
Belen Vincente-Digiovanni (runner-up)
Lexi Tuthill

DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER -- PRINCIPAL SURVEY
A reminder to parents to please complete the principal survey from the Diocese of Manchester’s 
Catholic Schools Office.  The deadline to complete it is tomorrow (Friday, February 12).  Thank 
you!
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D92MHZ6

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D92MHZ6


Our locker decorating contest theme of positivity was on display throughout the Middle School hallways last week 
during Catholic Schools Week! 

FOLLOW US!
Facebook
@saintjosephregionalschoolkeene
@mercyacademykeene
Instagram
@stjosephkeene
@mercyacademykeene

PAST NEWSLETTERS 
If you ever need to reference newsletters from 
previous weeks, they are all available on the school 
web sites.
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/news
https://www.mercy.academy/news

Last week during Catholic 
Schools Week, the Middle School 
had a locker decorating contest.  
The theme of the décor had to 
reflect positivity.  7th grader 
Sophie Saari won the contest!  
Her prize included candy AND 
special homework passes from all 
of the Middle School teachers!

https://www.stjosephkeene.org/news
https://www.mercy.academy/news


The classroom 
door 

decorating 
contest last 

week was won 
by Mrs. 

Johnson’s 2nd

grade class.  
They enjoyed a 

donut 
breakfast for 
their prize! 

8TH GRADE HIDE AND SEEK
This afternoon, the 8th graders got
to play an epic game of hide and 
seek throughout the school.  Mr. 
Smith and Mrs. Bezio spent more 
than 90 minutes searching 
everywhere.  In the end, 
CAMERON WILDER was the 
last one who could not be found.  
He was hiding in a tiny corner of 
the Science Room!  Cam’s prize --
$50 cash!  The 8th graders have 
been so limited this year in what 
they get to do, Mr. Smith thought 
that this would be a fun, special 
activity for them that has never 
been done before.


