
Dear SJRS and OLMA Families,

I know that it is not always my place to make suggestions 
concerning internet, phone, and social media usage at home, 
but recently I’ve heard that there are a few middle school 
students that might have been chatting inappropriately 
online and using language that they probably would be 
embarrassed to use in front of their teachers and/or 
parents. I just want to offer a healthy reminder to be aware 
of what your children are accessing and looking at online 
when they are left unsupervised to do so. I know that with 
the need to access the internet regularly, students are tempted 
more and more to act in a way that they wouldn't act if 
someone were watching over their shoulder on a regular basis 
like they are at school. Maybe it is time to take a fresh look at 
what they are looking at online and remind them that the 
things they type and look at are forever recorded somewhere 
on their drives or on the internet. 

Usually during the Halloween season, I am a little more lax 
concerning more outlandish hair coloring, since many 
students like to get their costumes/outfits right. Just a 
reminder that by Wednesday, November 5th, all hair color 
should be back to a normal state: blonde, brown, black, 
auburn, or a realistic natural shade. If you are unsure of what 
a natural hair color is, please let me know, and I can answer 
any questions you might have. I fully understand students 
who may want to change their hair color (blonde to brown, 
black to blonde) however, the shades need to be natural hair 
colors.

May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal

Saint Joseph Regional School
Our Lady of Mercy Academy

October 22, 2020 Newsletter

IMPORTANT DATES
10/23 – School Mass – 9:30am (Grades 3-10)
10/26-10/29 – OLMA Bring a Friend to School Days
10/30 – No School Mass
10/30 – Halloween fun! HALF DAY – 11:45am        

Dismissal – Childcare open until 4:00pm
11/3 – End of first quarter
11/9-10 – Parent-teacher conferences
11/10 – HALF DAY
11/11 – Veterans Day – NO SCHOOL
11/25-12/1 – Thanksgiving Break – NO SCHOOL

Reminder: International Night will be rescheduled for the 
Spring.  We will not be having the following events this 
Fall:

Scarecrow Night, Pumpkin carving

Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
Congratulations to all our cross country runners! You 
all worked so hard this season, and I am so proud of you. I 
have enjoyed getting to know and running with all of 
you. Congratulations to our eighth grader, Melkamu
Visser (I hope you keep running!), and I hope everyone 
else comes back next year! Until then, keep moving and 
enjoying the outdoors! —Coach T

OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATION
If you have not already done so, please be sure to 
complete the Over-the-Counter Medication
Permission Form as soon as possible for each of the
students in your household. THANK YOU!
CLICK HERE to complete the form.

https://forms.gle/npNqz2YRN7Qx9U6y7


BUILDERS CLUB NEWS
The Builders Club officers 
that were elected for this school 
year are:

President – Connor Marshall
Vice President – Alyvia Singleton
Secretary – Sophie Saari
Treasurer – Lilly Vitters
Public Relations – Sullivan Murray

Congratulations to all!

On October 30, Builders Club is 
asking that all students consider 
bringing to school with them 
a monetary donation of $1.00 
or more for UNICEF.  Students 
may give their donation to their teachers.  Thank you!

Builders Club will be selling apple cider every Friday at 
lunch throughout the month of November.  Prices are $1.00 
for large, and 50¢ for small.

OLMA BRING A FRIEND TO SCHOOL DAYS
Mercy Academy will be hosting Bring a Friend to School Days 
on October 26, 27, 28 and 29.  Students may sign up to bring a 
friend who is currently in 8th, 9th or 10th grade.  A maximum of 
four students can bring a friend per day so that we can still 
maintain enough space in classrooms.  Friends attending will 
need to complete our COVID screening form in advance of 
their day.  Sign up sheets are located outside the LGIA.

The House Breakfast Challenge this week at Mercy was DELICIOUS!  Who will win?!?! Ursula or Aquinas?!?

REMINDER!  OCTOBER 30 – HALF DAY
We will have a half day on Friday, October 30.  Students 
should be picked up from school at 11:45am or may be sent to 
Childcare until 4:00pm.  Childcare will be closing promptly at 
4:00pm.  If your student is going to Childcare for the rest of 
the day, please be sure to pack a lunch and extra snacks for 
them. There will be no pizza lunch scheduled on Friday 
10/30.  And be sure to register in advance for Childcare.

HALLOWEEN EXTRAVAGANZA!
Student Council, Builders Club and the high school students 
have come up with some very fun ideas for our half day 
(morning) of celebration on October 30! All students, Pre-
school through 10th grade, are welcome to wear their 
costumes to school.  Students may keep their costumes on all 
morning as they travel with their class to different activities.  It 
is important that everyone is able to move safely up and down 
the stairs in their costumes, and also very important that they 
keep their face masks/shields on along with their costumes.  
Halloween masks do not replace their normal face masks.  
SJRS homeroom teachers will be in touch soon with details on 
individual class parties and activity plans.



SJRS CHILDCARE NEWS
Please be sure to register your 
student for Childcare 
at least 10 days in advance.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of October 26.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of November 2.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of November 9.

Please be patient for invoices as the printer is not working! :) 
Please email Miss Hoye (ahoye@stjosephkeene.org) if you 
would like to know your current balance. Thank you!

HELP WANTED!
Looking for carpooling to Swanzey for two children (4 and 6, 
preschool and 1st grade respectively). Please let me know if 
you can help. My contact is dana.work.2013@gmail.com
Thank you!  Dana Kini

PICTURE RETAKE DAY
Geskus will be having a picture retake day on Saturday, 
November 14, at the Best Western in Keene (401 Winchester 
Street) by appointment only.

Time: 9am-3pm

To book your five-minute appointment go to: 
https://www.bookeo.com/geskusstudios

Questions – (800) 948-1120   wearegeskus.com

Fr. Alan stopped in to visit with the 5th grade last Friday and have 
some pizza for lunch!

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT LESSONS – STRINGS!
Christian Raabe (BA in Music from KSC and employed at 
Acoustic Strings of New England) is offering after-school
lessons on string instruments beginning in November.  He 
can offer beginner lessons on 
violin, viola, cello, and bass, and 
beginner or intermediate lessons on 
guitar and electric bass.  He could 
take students as young as 3rd grade, 
and would be willing to do individual 
or small groups (2-3).  The cost of 
lessons is $15 per half hour for 
individuals and $30 for lessons with a group of three 
students.  He is available on Mondays and Wednesdays 
immediately after school.  If you are interested  in your child 
taking lessons, please email Kate (kate@stjosephkeene.org) in 
the Main Office.  She will give your information to 
Christian, and he will contact you directly with additional 
information.  He can also provide advice and assistance with 
obtaining instruments.

REGARDING BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS…

As always, students are welcome to bring in special treats for 
their class to celebrate their birthdays.  This year though, we 
ask that anyone who is bringing in treats for celebrations 
during the school day to please bring only pre-packaged 
items that you purchase.  Please do not bring in 
homemade items.  This is out of COVID concerns as well as
the allergies that some of our students have. We simply
want to keep everyone safe.  And please always check in with 
your student’s teacher before sending anything in for the 
class to share so that the teachers can plan this into their day.  
Thank you!

INTERESTED IN SUBBING?
Have you ever thought about substitute teaching? We 
would very much like to keep our substitutes within the 
SJRS/OLMA community, particularly this year.   If any
parents or grandparents are interested in being a substitute 
teacher for us over the next several months, we would love 
to hear from you.  Please send an email along with your 
resume and general availability to Mr. Smith 
(csmith@stjosephkeene.org).  There is a specific interview 
and prep process that all substitutes would need to 
complete.  You do not necessarily need specific teaching 
experience to help out in this way.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oXa-_53JRk-aFpwbm_ncVvQ-WYoQQkI5se-szRmJKjo/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gOIaTRTxPKhCCrE15AUGQToaY-7ih_VMCs4VnfYH4Yw/viewform?gxids=7757&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1UozYGqBEXIRAQb-1BJq9XBJw5CGFjzel-1BqbphS1eQ/viewform?gxids=7757&edit_requested=true
mailto:ahoye@stjosephkeene.org
mailto:dana.work.2013@gmail.com
https://www.bookeo.com/geskusstudios
mailto:kate@stjosephkeene.org
mailto:csmith@stjosephkeene.org


DESTINATION IMAGINATION
Thank you to all of the parents who have submitted the 
registrations for their children to be a part of this year's DI 
season. If your child is still wondering how we can hold a 
program like DI virtually, we suggest watching some of the 
submissions from last year's virtual Global Finals 
at https://nh-di.org/previous-years/2019-2020/2020-
tournaments/global-finals-2020/. A reminder to parents and 
other helpful adults that you can be a Team Manager, which 
fulfills your fundraising buyout to St. Joe's or Mercy 
Academy as well (there IS training!). Two helpful adults as 
Team Managers is always a plus! Also remember that the 
times for teams to meet is up to the team themselves along 
with their manager, so it doesn't necessarily need to be after 
school at a specific time, so that it won't conflict with 
events/sports already scheduled. Ms. Reekie and Mrs. Kuhn 
are excited for this season to begin-please submit your 
registration materials today!

FOLLOW US!
Facebook
@saintjosephregionalschoolkeene
@mercyacademykeene
Instagram
@stjosephkeene
@mercyacademykeene

Sending a special thank you to Elynor Hughes in Preschool 
and her family for Mr. Smith’s new handmade Phillies 
mask! 

Check out Mrs. Hart’s very cool hula hoop obstacle course from 
PE this week! 

GET YOUR GEAR!
We now have our own SJRS and 
OLMA online stores through 
Bulldog Design in Keene! All 
orders are produced on demand 
as they come in.  Please allow 
2-3 weeks for delivery.  Lots of 
fun gear to choose from!  These 
stores serve as fundraisers for 
SJRS and OLMA, so a portion 
of the sales come back to our 
schools.

https://sjrsapparel.itemorder.com/sale
https://mercyacademy.itemorder.com/

https://nh-di.org/previous-years/2019-2020/2020-tournaments/global-finals-2020/
https://sjrsapparel.itemorder.com/sale
https://mercyacademy.itemorder.com/

