
Dear SJRS and OLMA Families,

I want to send a special thank you out to Louisa Stonehill 
and Nick Burns (parents of Nathaniel, gr 1) for bringing us 
such an amazing live musical experience with Ashuelot
Concerts this week.  It was wonderful to come together with 
our school communities for this joyous time!  I am a firm 
believer that music is an important component of our school 
curriculum.  To have these world-class musicians perform for 
our students is really an unmatched educational 
opportunity.  Thank you Louisa and Nick!

I have been thoroughly enjoying my time spent with each of 
the individual classes this week as we are celebrating Advent 
each day.  I really cherish these special opportunities with all 
of the students!  It gives me a chance to get to know each of 
them a bit better, and see them from different perspectives.  
Make sure to ask about what they have done because each 
class is unique.

As I did at Thanksgiving, I am now having conversations 
with families about their Christmas break travels.  If you 
would like to chat about your plans and protocols for return 
on January 4, please reach out to me.  I am happy to speak 
with you.  THANK YOU for your continued efforts! 

May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal

Saint Joseph Regional School
Our Lady of Mercy Academy

December 10, 2020 Newsletter

IMPORTANT DATES
12/11 – School Mass (Grades 3-10) – 9:30am
12/18 – Christmas fun day for all!  Red and Green dress 
down day!
12/21-1/1 – Christmas Break – NO SCHOOL
1/4/2021 – First day back from Christmas Break

Luke 3:4
As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for 
the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”

Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St Joseph”
With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a 
Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalls the 150th 
anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron 
of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy 
Father has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from 8 
December 2020, to 8 December 2021.

Earlier this week, Mr. Smith joined Mrs. Johnson’s 2nd 
grade class with their daily Advent celebration. This 

week is the Light of Plants. Each day, they read together 
about Mary and Joseph’s journey, and then open class 

gifts. All this week the gifts are plants that they are 
adding to their beautiful Advent table.  Last week, it 

was the Light of Minerals when they added stones, 
crystals and shells to the table. Next week will be the 

Light of Beasts (animals), and the final week will be the 
Light of Humankind.



Our halls are filled with Advent
and Christmas!

SHOP AMAZONSMILE FOR CHRISTMAS!
AmazonSmile is a simple 
way for you to support 
SJRS every time you shop, 
at no cost to you. 
AmazonSmile is available 
at smile.amazon.com
on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon 
Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop 
at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same prices, selection 
and shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 
benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases to SJRS.  CLICK HERE for all of the details 
and to activate AmazonSmile. THANK YOU!

SJRS WINTER GEAR
It’s time for everyone to have
their winter gear at school!  
Pre-K through Grade 4 
students go outside every
day, unless temperatures 
are extremely cold.

Students must have 
waterproof boots, snow
pants, gloves/mittens, and a hat.  
Their boots should be in addition to other footwear.  They 
need to be able to change out of their boots into other 
footwear inside so as not to get the classroom floors wet.

2020 SJRS SUNCATCHER ORNAMENTS
We have these beautiful glass suncatchers available for purchase for $25 each as part 
of our year-end Annual Fund campaign!

CLICK HERE for details and to purchase online!

The suncatcher makes a perfect gift this Christmas for an alum, parent 
or grandparent. They can be hung in a window year round, and can also be 
used as a Christmas tree ornament. We have a very limited number of these 
special suncatchers, so be sure to order soon -- they will go quickly! The 
suncatchers are hand-pressed out of recycled glass, and made locally at Old Hancock 
Glassworks in Antrim, New Hampshire.

This purchase supports the SJRS Annual Fund, strengthening the school by 
providing classroom resources, student financial assistance, technology, arts, 
facility improvements, field trips, and extracurricular activities.

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_se_rspo_laas_aas
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/2020suncatchers


SJRS STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE
The SJRS Student 
Council will be 
selling hot chocolate 
with whipped cream 
and a candy cane 
during the lunch 
period every 
THURSDAY
until January 28.  
The cost is $1.00.

SJRS MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND
Sectionals Schedule from Mr. Thies

Week of December 14
TUESDAY
8:30 - 9:15 - Percussion
10:00 - 10:45 - Clarinet

WEDNESDAY
10:30 - 11:15 - Flute/Strings
12:30 - 1:15 - Sax

THURSDAY
8:30 - 9:15 - Trombone/Baritone
9:30 - 10:15 - Trumpet

FRIDAY
10:30 - 11:15 - Bass

Please be sure that your child has their instrument in school 
on the day of their sectional.  Thank you!

SJRS CHILDCARE NEWS
Please be sure to register your 
student for Childcare 
at least 10 days in advance.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of December 14.

Emailed invoices will be a little late this week as Miss Hoye
has been absent.  Thank you!

PAST NEWSLETTERS 
If you ever need to reference newsletters from previous 
weeks, they are all available on the school web sites.
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/news
https://www.mercy.academy/news

Mercy sophomore Fitsum Vissar is shown here working with Mr.

Cardine on a new bike rack for the students to use. The bike 

rack project was completed within the OLMA Geometry 

curriculum as a special project for the school.  It incorporates weeks 

of learning about orthographic projections of objects and triangular 

geometry. The unique design of the rack incorporates the properties 

of equilateral triangles. They will be working on a scale drawing of 

the completed rack as part of the final portfolio for the project.

On Tuesday, the 3rd Grade played a VERY energetic game of 

dodge ball with Mr. Smith and Mr. Rafail, and cooled off with

some popsicles afterwards for their special Advent fun.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1X3vHUizmOZl-tv6zVmRtKnx1UP5phKWPT69669EZyD8/edit
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/news
https://www.mercy.academy/news


The Preschool is preparing for Christmas.

The Ashuelot Concerts performance on Wednesday was 
spectacular.  And it was extra special since we have not had an 
opportunity to do any activities like this over these past few 
months. They shared not only their joyous chamber music with 
us, but also had a powerful message for the students about 
making seemingly impossible goals more possible by adjusting 
our daily habits.


