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Fostering 
kind, thoughtful, 
joyful souls.

The 8th graders after our special welcome celebration on 
Monday afternoon.

IMPORTANT FORMS TO BE COMPLETED
Please CLICK HERE to complete the 2020-2021 SJRS 
Family Handbook Acknowledgement, Photo/Video 
Release, and Acceptable Use Policy for Computer 
Network.

If you have not already done so, please CLICK HERE to 
complete the Fundraising Buyout Jobs Options form.

AN IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT ***MASKS***
We quickly discovered this week that the balaclava/neck 
gaiter style face masks are not suitable for the school 
day. These types of masks keep falling down throughout 
the day, requiring students with them to constantly be 
adjusting them. They just do not work for school. We 
have disposable face masks here that students will be given 
until they obtain an alternative fabric face mask.  No 
balaclava/neck gaiter style face masks beginning 
Tuesday, September 8.

DROP OFF REMINDER
Our morning drop off procedure seems to be working 
well.  This is just a reminder that if you have multiple 
children, you should be dropping all of your children off 
at the entrance for the youngest student in your 
household. 

PARKING REMINDER
When you are picking up in the afternoon, please DO 
NOT park in the new spaces that have been designated 
with signage for Our Lady of Mercy Academy (near the 
back of the former Clairvaux Center).  Those spaces will 
be needed for the high school families. 

Dear SJRS Families,
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year!  We have had an 
excellent week so far.  I am really pleased with the flexibility 
that all of our students have shown as we returned with so 
many new policies and procedures to learn.  I know that 
everyone is still adjusting, but things are going very well.

I want to thank all of you for your kind words and patience 
this week.  Not everything has been perfect, and we know 
that.  We will all be making changes along the way as issues 
arise.  But I appreciate all of you giving us the time that we 
have needed in order to keep everyone safe and healthy.

IMPORTANT DATES
9/4 – School Mass (grades 3-8) – 9:30am
9/7 – Labor Day – NO SCHOOL
9/8 – Cross country practice begins
9/11 – Our Lady of Mercy Academy Orientation Day
9/14 – Our Lady of Mercy Academy first day of school
10/6 – Picture Day
10/12 – Columbus Day – NO SCHOOL
11/3 – End of first quarter

Reminder: International Night will be rescheduled for the 
Spring.  We will not be having the following events this Fall:

Back-to-School Picnic
Middle School Back-to-School Night
Elementary School Back-School Night
Scarecrow Night
Pumpkin carving

https://forms.gle/Wh9SVGxYCCovDgJD7
https://forms.gle/dhyE997gcPRcT6637


LEAD TEACHERS
This year, I have asked for a few teachers to assist me with 
general day-to-day management of our school. Each of the 
following Lead Teachers are available to assist you.
Elementary School Lead Teacher – Mrs. Amundson   

(mamundson@stjosephkeene.org)
Middle School Lead Teacher – Ms. Foder

(sfoder@stjosephkeene.org)
Specials Lead Teacher – Mrs. Bezio

(rbezio@stjosephkeene.org)

NEW HAMPSHIRE DANCE INSTITUTE (NHDI)
Our middle school students had a sample class today with 
Kristen Leach, Artistic Director of NHDI for the Year-
Long Program.  Kristen will be the teaching artist working 
with our students for this school year!  For now as we get 
started, it will be a 13-week Fall Program  (September 17-
December 17).  The Year-Long Program typically 
culminates in May with the Event of the Year performances 
at Redfern Arts Center, although it is not known yet if 
those will be held this year.  The cost is $100 per student for 
the Fall.  Classes will be DURING the school day, although 
we are not certain of the day/time yet.  Students who are 
interested in participating in the NHDI Year-Long 
Program should let their homeroom teachers know.

7th grade math with Mrs. Kuhn.

SPORTS PROGRAMS
Cross Country 
Miranda Tarnowski (parent of Caleb and Sophie in grade 
4) will be our middle school cross country coach once 
again this year with Dan Lang (parent of Turner Lang, 
grade 7) assisting. Cross country practice will begin next 
Tuesday, September 8.  Going forward, cross country 
practices will be Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays after 
school. All middle school students are invited to 
participate.  Past running experience is not required!  
Students will change their clothes and meet on the field 
next to the playground at 3:10pm.  Parents can pick up 
from that field also at 4:15pm. Students should wear 
clothes appropriate for the weather (usually shorts and t-
shirt) with sneakers, and be sure to bring a water bottle. If 
you have any questions about cross country, you may 
contact Miranda directly at baleen8652@yahoo.com. 

Coming soon…
Information about soccer (middle school) and running 
club (elementary school). 

CHILDCARE NEWS
Thank you to everyone for registering your students in 
advance for Childcare so that we can plan accordingly.  
Each week, we will be including in the newsletter the link 
for you to use for the coming weeks.  Please register at least 
10 days in advance.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of September 7.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of September 14.

Reminder: please pack one or two small toys/activities for 
your children to do while at Childcare. 

Kindergarteners Adeline and Gabriel showing off 
their work in Miss Reekie’s class.

LUNCHES
Starting the week of September 14, we will begin having 
pizza available from Cheshire Village Pizza on Mondays and 
Fridays.  The cost will be $2.50 per slice.  Information 
about ordering will be coming next week.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1HKBR3Y90mV7VujQiDMdZVNCQnC5gqGFY-QTN6Kntgps/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1o6Ai3Ze5UBN8-NtS-WoRLvT6bqisixCPllmu1bG88zs/viewform?edit_requested=true


SCHOOL MASS
We will be having a school Mass tomorrow (Friday, 
September 4) at 9:30am. For this first Mass, our 3rd-8th 
graders will sit socially distanced and staggered in their pods 
throughout the pews. It is the church's requirement that all 
those who attend Mass must wear a mask. The Bishop will 
not be joining us this Friday, but will visit us when both of 
our schools are open.

Mr. Thies with his class at our new outdoor classroom!

FIRE DRILLS
Each class will have two individual fire drills next week as 
we practice safe distancing during our drills. During 
September, each class will also participate in lockdown 
and other emergency drills.

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
Due to some unevenness in some of the original middle 
school divisions, I have asked several students to switch 
from one group to the other in order to accommodate 
spacing as well as some of our remote learners that will be 
coming back to school earlier than initially expected. I 
sincerely appreciate our students' and families' willingness 
to make changes to help everything run more smoothly.  
We may also make some scheduling and roster 
amendments in October after we administer our NWEA 
tests.

Kindergarten hard at work.

OUR LADY OF MERCY ACADEMY UPDATE
We have all been working very 
hard on the official opening of 
our new high school this Fall.  
Our Lady of Mercy Academy will 
have Orientation Day next 
Friday, September 11, and the 
first day of school will be Monday, 
September 14. We are excited to be welcoming 
our students in grades 9 and 10 this year! 

CLEAN YOUR MASKS!
Please be sure to launder your child’s fabric masks each 
day.  Masks get very dirty and germ filled since they are 
being worn all day, every day.  It’s very important that 
everyone have clean masks each day.  If for some reason 
you are unable to launder each night, we do have many 
disposable masks that the students are welcome to use.

Follow us on social media
Follow us on Facebook 
@saintjosephregionalschoolkeene

Follow us on Instagram
@stjosephkeene


